1917]     TEIBD  BATTLE OP TPRES AND  CAM33AI

process was slow, and It was not till the thirl week
of the month that the next stage in the 'cattle ccr^d
begin.

The new eight-iriie front of attack ran from the
Ypres-Staden railway north of Langemarck to the
Ypres-Comiries canal north of Houebeke. On. the-
left and centre our objectives were narrowly limited,
averaging about three-quarters of a mile; but
Plumer on the right had the serious task of pushing
for a mile along the Menin road. The " pill-box ''
problem had been studied, and a solution, it was
believed, had been found, not by miraculous ingenuity
but by patience and care. The little fortalices had
been methodically reconnoitred, and our heavy
barrage so arranged as to cover each mark. Even
when a direct hit was not attained, it was believed
that the concussion of the great shells might loosen
some of the lesser structures, while fumes, smoke,
and gas would make the life of the inmates difficult.
One famous division followed with complete success
another plan. Having located the " pill-box." the
field-gun barrage lengthened on both sides of it;
which enabled the advancing troops, hugging their
barrage, to get round its unprotected rear.

At 5.40 a.m. on the 20th the attack was launched.
The ground was knee-deep in mud, but the whole
British line pressed forward. This day's battle
cracked the kernel of the German defence in the
Salient. It showed a limited advance, and the
total of 3,000 prisoners had been often exceeded in
a day's fighting ; but every inch of the ground won
was vital. We had carried the southern pillar on
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